
 CLAUSES 

  SENTENCE STRUCTURE 

   
COMPLETE SENTENCE 

Consists of one or more clauses 

SUBJECT 
VERB 

COMPLETE SENSE 
CAPITAL LETTER 

END MARK 

DEPENDENT CLAUSE 
A clause that begins with a subordinate 

conjunctions indicating that there is 
missing information 

SUBJECT 

VERB 

 
INDEPENDENT CLAUSE A clause that can stand on its own 

It only needs a capital letter and an end 
mark to become a complete sentence. 

SUBJECT 

VERB 

COMPLETE SENSE 

 

SIMPLE SENTENCE 

SIMPLE S 1 CLAUSE INDEPENDENT It can have a 
conjunction 

joining parts of 
speech but not 

clauses. 

SIMPLE COMPOUND 
SUBJECT 

SCS 1 CLAUSE with compound 
subjects 

INDEPENDENT 

SIMPLE COMPOUND 
VERB 

SCV 1 CLAUSE with compound verbs INDEPENDENT 

 
COMPLEX SENTENCE 

CX 2 CLAUSES 
I.C. + D.C. 

SUBORDINATE 
CONJ. 

D.C. + I.C. , 
 

COMPOUND SENTENCE CD 2 CLAUSES I.C. + I.C. 

, and 
, or 
, but 

; 
FRAGMENT F NOT A COMPLETE SENTENCE: MISSING ONE OR MORE OF THE 5 ELEMENTS 

 


